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PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR GROUTING IN FLOOR TILES:
KHOLAO® JOINT - Detailed Application Guide

KHOLAO® JOINT is a high-performance joint mortar designed for filling and finishing joints
between ceramic, terracotta, clay, or similar masonry units. It provides excellent adhesion,
durability, and crack resistance, while allowing slight movement of the units to
accommodate thermal and mechanical stresses.

Preparation of Joints

o Ensure all joints are clean, free from dust, grease, or loose particles.
e Remove any old mortar or debris from previous joints.

o For deep joints (>10 mm), remove debris to ensure full adhesion.

o Before application joints should be pre-wet

Mixing the Mortar

e Mix KHOLAO® JOINT with clean water according to manufacturer instructions.

e Mix 6 to 7 litres of water per each 25 kg of KHOLAO® JOINT

o The mortar should have a smooth, workable consistency, not too dry or too fluid.

e Allow the mortar to rest 5 minutes after mixing, then remix lightly before
application.

A\ Respect the resting time recommended by Saint-Astier for KHOLAO® JOINT to allow a
uniform distribution of the additives. A final agitation after this resting period will make
the material ready for application.

Application Procedure

Using a hard rubber float with a sharp edge, the material should always be applied
diagonally to the joint grid. This ensures uniform compaction along the full width and length
of the installation joint, while preventing the float’s edge from cutting into the joint.
Applying the material diagonally also allows for efficient removal of excess material. A final
pass over the joint surface with a grout trowel or equivalent tool will give the joint its
definitive texture and curvature. This curvature is especially important in hydrothermal or
industrial flooring installations, as it facilitates water drainage through the joints during
cleaning operations.

DTMO16022026 - Guide to Grouting , Tiles on floors

Any reproduction or representation, in whole or in part, of the pages published in this document by any means without the publisher's permission is illegal and constitutes an infringement. Only reproductions
for private use, not intended for collective use, as well as analyses or short quotations justified by the scientific or informative purpose of the work in which they are incorporated, are authorized. Violation of
these provisions renders the offender and all responsible parties liable to the criminal and civil actions provided by law. This edition cancels and replaces all previous editions and may be updated to reflect
technical developments. Users and specifiers are responsible for ensuring they consult the latest edition before use. The technical data and practical guidance provided are for informational purposes only,
complement professional regulations (e.g., D.T.U. or other official documents), local practices, and know-how, and may supplement project documents for contract awards.



@ SAINT-ASTIER

For KHOLAO® JOINT color uniformity after hardening depends on the consistency of the
applied mixture, as well as the regularity of moisture and water absorption of the tile edges
and joint base. Temperature changes and direct sunlight can also cause slight color
variations. Achieving consistent tone requires that the material cures or matures under
uniform drying conditions, avoiding differences in moisture across different areas of the
surface.

Protection and Curing

o Protect the joints from direct sunlight, rain, frost, and wind during the first 24-48
hours.

o Keep the surface slightly damp for better curing if in hot or dry conditions.

o Avoid mechanical stress (foot traffic, impact) until fully cured.

Finishing Tips

e Wait until the grout has set sufficiently before starting to clean it with a wet sponge.

o Use a light-colored tape along the edges for clean lines if needed.

e Match the color of KHOLAO® JOINT to the masonry or use a contrasting tone for
decorative effect.

o Inspect for gaps or cracks after curing and refill if necessary.
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Recommendations on Joint Surface maximum curvature for KHOLAO® JOINT
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